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Brain Computer Interface (BCI) for intelligent wheelchair control to assist patients

with mobility disorders. The concept of this research is to enable a direct
communication link between the human brain and the machine without physical movement.
This study used the BCI Competition IV 2a dataset, which contains EEG recordings of nine
subjects performing four motor imagery (MI) tasks that were mapped to wheelchair navigation
commands such as turning left, right, moving forward, and stopping. In this study, a deep
learning architecture, TCFormer (Temporal Convolutional Transformer), was implemented to
learn the spatial and temporal correlations between EEG channels. A lightweight Fusion Head
module was added to enhance performance. It consisted of one-dimensional convolution and
adaptive pooling operations for improved local temporal feature extraction. The proposed
TCFormer-Fusion model achieved an overall classification accuracy of 75%, outperforming
the baseline TCFormer model by 72%. Overall, this research study demonstrates that
transformer-based models can learn complex EEG signal representations for motor imagery
classification. The proposed model contributes toward developing an intelligent wheelchair
control system that operates on brain signals, reducing external assistance. This work, with
further optimization and real-time implementation, can contribute significantly to the assistive
technology and human-computer interaction fields.
Keywords: EEG, BCI, Motor Imagery, Transformer Model, Intelhgent Wheelchair.
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Introduction:

The increasing need for assistive technologies to aid individuals with mobility
impairments has highlighted the importance of Brain-Computer Interfaces (BCls). BCIs work
by detecting, interpreting, and converting brain activity into actionable commands, which can
then be used to operate assistive devices. The concept of Brain-Computer Interfaces (BCIs)
emerged in the 1970s, when researchers first showed that brain signals could be harnessed to
control simple cursors on computer screens|1]. BCIs have become viable products with rapid
advancements in the fields of neuroscience, signal processing, and deep learning[2][3] that can
provide people with motor disabilities the ability to walk, communicate, and rehabilitate. Based
on the method of signal acquisition, BCls are categorized as invasive, semi-invasive, or non-
invasive[4]. Invasive methods require surgical implantation of electrodes, which provide high
spatial resolution but limited practicality due to medical risks. In contrast, non-invasive
methods, particularly Electroencephalography (EEG), have gained prominence due to their
portability, cost-effectiveness, and safety for repeated use. EEG provides temporal resolution
at the millisecond level, making it suitable for real-time control applications. When a person
visualizes a movement, certain rhythms in the motor cortex either decrease in amplitude
(event-related desynchronization, ERD) or increase in amplitude (event-related
synchronization, ERS)[5]. By detecting these patterns, a BCI can infer the user’s intended
movement.

Wheelchair navigation is the most promising area of the EEG-based BCls. In these
systems, the user carries out motor imagery (MI) tasks. A particular spatial-temporal EEG
pattern is produced by each of the tasks.

After preprocessing, the signals undergo feature extraction, and classification
algorithms convert them into actionable commands, including movements like turning left or
right, moving forward, or stopping. Most early systems rely on simple threshold logic or
shallow machine learning algorithms. Although these prototypes are moderately successful
under controlled conditions, the accuracy drops drastically in the presence of noisy
environments or cross-subject conditions.

Recent studies focus on deep learning, which automatically learns discriminative
features from raw EEG signals. Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are effective at
capturing spatial relationships between electrode channels, while recurrent networks such as
LSTMs excel at modeling temporal dependencies in the signals. Transformer-based models in
EEG-BCI research remain relatively new, and their use in non-invasive motor-imagery
decoding is still limited, which further supports the novelty of transformer-based approaches.
These architectures have transformed time-series analysis by leveraging self-attention
mechanisms to capture global dependencies without relying on recurrent layers, opening new
avenues for EEG decoding.

Despite significant progress, the application of EEG-based wheelchair systems in the
real world remains minimal. The majority of the implementations perform satisfactorily only
when used in laboratory conditions. The main challenges that restrict their practical use are
the weak and noisy nature of EEG signals, variation in brain wave patterns between
individuals, lengthy calibration procedures, and processing delays that lead to unsafe control.
Several research gaps still limit practical BCI deployment. Existing CNN, RNN, and
transformer-based approaches show reduced performance during cross-subject evaluation
because EEG patterns vary strongly between individuals and across sessions. Furthermore,
many deep models achieve high accuracy only under controlled laboratory conditions but
struggle with real-time constraints, computational delays, and noisy environments. These
limitations highlight the need for lightweight architectures that can maintain accuracy while
improving cross-subject robustness and minimizing inference latency.
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This work aims to address these issues by using a lightweight Fusion Head with
TCFormer to capture local temporal patterns more efficiently and by evaluating the model
across multiple runs under cross-subject settings. The workflow starts with acquiring EEG
data from the BCI Competition IV-2a dataset, followed by preprocessing, motor imagery
segmentation, and feature extraction. A hybrid deep learning model based on the Temporal
Convolutional Transformer (TCFormer) with an additional Fusion Head module is then
trained to classify four MI tasks.

The performance of the proposed model is evaluated against the baseline TCFormer
architecture, and its effectiveness for intelligent wheelchair control is assessed. The remaining
sections of this paper review related work, detail the proposed methodology, describe the
experimental setup, discuss the results, and conclude with limitations and directions for future
research.

The objective of this study is to develop an effective EEG-based motor-imagery
classification model that can support intelligent wheelchair navigation for individuals with
mobility disorders. The novelty of this work lies in enhancing the TCFormer architecture with
a lightweight Fusion Head that improves local temporal feature extraction without adding
significant computational overhead. This design aims to improve classification performance
under cross-subject conditions while maintaining low latency, making it more suitable for real-
time assistive applications. The proposed approach contributes toward building reliable BCI
systems that can operate using non-invasive EEG signals with improved accuracy and stability.
Literature Review:

EEG-based BCIs have seen substantial development due to concurrent improvements
in hardware and signal-processing algorithms. They serve as a bridge between thought and
action for individuals with severe mobility impairments, enabling control of communication
devices through mental activity[6][7][8][9]. These systems are currently being explored for
applications such as wheelchair navigation[10][11], robotic arm control [12], drone
operation[13], and smart home automation|[14]. A typical EEG-based BCI records signals
from multiple electrodes, which are divided into frequency bands such as delta, theta, alpha,
beta, and gamma. In motor imagery tasks, the alpha (8—12 Hz) and beta (13-30 Hz) rhythms
are particularly informative[15][16]. EEG signals are, however, sensitive to noise and are weak
by nature. Their amplitude is in the range of microvolts, and even a single movement or
electrical noise can cause distortion.

Preprocessing of the raw data is done to remove noise from muscle contractions,
blinking, or external interference. Typical preprocessing uses band-pass and notch filtering,
independent component analysis for artifact rejection, and segmentation into epochs aligned
with task events[17]. Feature extraction then converts cleaned signals into compact
representations, and a classifier infers the mental task to generate control commands for an
external device[18].

Subject variability poses a major challenge, as brain patterns differ not only between
individuals but also across sessions for the same person. This variability makes it difficult to
develop a model that performs consistently well for all users[19]. Limited EEG datasets
continue to be a significant challenge in research. To overcome this, various augmentation
methods are applied, including noise injection, time shifting, frequency scaling, and the
creation of synthetic data through generative adversarial networks (GANs)[20].

Early studies applied classical machine learning with manually designed features.
Methods such as Linear Discriminant Analysis, Support Vector Machines, K Nearest
Neighbors, and Naive Bayes are widely used for EEG classification and are often paired with
Common Spatial Pattern-based feature extraction. While these approaches yield useful results,
they depend heavily on feature engineering and perform poorly under varying
conditions[21][22][23].
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Ensemble algorithms such as Random Forests, AdaBoost, and XGBoost have been
explored for capturing nonlinear relationships; however, they still depend on meticulous
feature design and are susceptible to overfitting when applied to small datasets[24][25][26][27].
PCA and ICA are the common preprocessing methods to diminish noise and computational
expenses by dimensionality reduction techniques[28]. Cross-subject transfer remains a
significant challenge, driving the development of techniques such as Transfer Component
Analysis and adaptive subspace alignment, which aim to align feature distributions across
different subjects[29][30]. Attempts have also been made to achieve continuous control or
unsupervised identification of brain states using regression, clustering, and hybrid models;
however, variability and noise limit their accuracy[31][32][33].

Deep learning marked a significant advancement in EEG-based BCls. CNN-based
models such as DeepConvNet, ShallowConvNet, and EEGNet gained popularity for their
ability to extract both spatial and temporal features while generalizing effectively across
different paradigms[34][35][36]. Convolutional networks capture spatial relationships across
electrodes, while recurrent models such as LSTM and GRU handle temporal patterns. In
contrast, hybrid CNN-LSTM models demonstrate strong performance by capturing both
spatial features and temporal dynamics[37][38]. Nevertheless, deep networks tend to miss
long-term dependencies and global context across entire EEG sequences. Transformer
architectures have been explored in order to combat this. Transformers leverage self-attention
to capture global dependencies that cannot be modeled sequentially, while also identifying
informative temporal windows within noisy sequences[39][40][41]. Architectures like
MSATNet, IMCTNet, CLTNet, EEGTCNet, and VIT2ZEEG explore multi-scale and patch-
based strategies to further improve cross-subject robustness[42][43][44][45][46]. These hybrid
models supported the idea that combining local convolutional learning with global attention
yields better performance than single architecture models.

Unlike existing hybrid CNN-Transformer architectures, which typically combine
shallow convolution blocks with standard attention modules, the Fusion Head used in this
study introduces an additional lightweight temporal convolution and pooling layer after the
transformer encoder. This design focuses explicitly on enhancing fine-grained local temporal
cues that most transformer-based MI models tend to overlook, while keeping the
computational cost low.

Transformer models do have limitations that need to be addressed in practice. The
self-attention mechanism scales quadratically with sequence length, making long sequences
computationally expensive and highly data-intensive. This issue is particularly critical for high-
resolution EEG and real-time applications, where latency and computational budget
constraints are significant. Temporal Convolutional Transformer TCFormer combines both
convolutional and transformer encoders to strike a balance between local feature learning and
global temporal context. Also, it has reported significant gains on motor imagery tasks[47].
Consequently, researchers are exploring lightweight attention mechanisms, efficient
tokenization strategies, and hybrid models that retain the advantages of attention while
reducing computational overhead.

The method applied in this study i-e, TCFormer, and the incorporation of a small
Fusion Head constructed out of one-dimensional convolution and pooling, is in this line of
trend and is intended to capture local time-related information, at a reasonable cost of
inference.

In summary, EEG-based BCIs have evolved from simple signal detectors to complex
hybrid deep learning systems that can partially restore autonomy to motor-impaired users.
Significant challenges remain in achieving cross-subject generalization, improving data
efficiency, enabling real-time operation, and enhancing interpretability. This research builds
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on the transformer-based TCFormer model by adding a fusion head to better capture local
temporal cues while preserving global context.

By integrating enhanced preprocessing, hybrid learning approaches, and simulation-
based validation, this work aims to bring EEG-driven wheelchair control closer to practical,
real-world applications.

To give a clearer picture of how recent models perform on motor imagery datasets, a
small comparison of some commonly used architectures is added, along with their reported
accuracy and key limitations, in Table 1

Layer-wise configuration of the proposed TCFormer Fusion model is shown in Table
2 below.

This comparison shows that although transformer-based models already perform well,
there is still a consistent gap in capturing small temporal variations efficiently, which is where
the lightweight Fusion Head in the proposed model gives a noticeable improvement.
Methodology:

This chapter explains the complete research process undertaken in designing and
testing the proposed EEG-based Brain Computer Interface (BCI) system for wheelchair
navigation. The primary objective was to develop a deep learning model capable of decoding
motor imagery (MI) EEG signals with high accuracy and robust cross-subject generalization.
System Architecture and Workflow:

An overview of the proposed system is shown in Figure 1.

The workflow is organized into six main stages: signal acquisition, preprocessing,
segmentation and augmentation, feature learning and classification, decision mapping, and
simulation-based validation. These stages collectively form an end-to-end pipeline that
transforms raw EEG data into wheelchair navigation commands.

Segmentation Feature

and Learningand Decislon

Mapping

Signal Signal Simulation and

Acquisition Preprocessing

Augmentation f| Classification Validation

Figure 1. Workflow of the proposed EEG-based wheelchair control system.
Dataset Description:

The BCI Competition IV 2a Dataset (2008) was utilized in this study. It contains multi-
class EEG recordings from nine participants performing four motor imagery tasks: left hand,
right hand, both feet, and tongue. Data were collected using a 22-channel electrode cap placed
according to the international 10-20 system at a 250 Hz sampling rate. Each participant
completed 288 trials across two sessions. In this study, the data of all the subjects were merged,
and a 70:10:20 train/validation/test split was used. This configuration is similar to a cross-
subject training condition where the model learns from many users and is tested on unseen
combinations, reflecting a realistic real-world scenario.

Dataset Preprocessing and Enhancement:

Raw EEG signals are inherently noisy and exhibit variability across sessions and
individuals. Therefore, preprocessing is a crucial step to extract stable patterns suitable for
deep learning. The complete preprocessing pipeline is shown in Figure 2.
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Table 1. Comparison of existing motor-imagery EEG classification models
Study / Model Dataset Accuracy | Key Points
ShallowConvNet | BCI Competition datasets | 54.6% Works well for low-frequency features but misses global temporal context
EEGNet Multiple MI datasets 61.2% Lightweight and robust; still struggles with cross-subject generalization
CLTNet BCI IV-2a 68.8% Transformer: moderate performance on noisy MI data
VIiT2EEG BCI 1V-2a 70% Vision-Transformer backbone; struggles with short temporal patterns
IMCTNet BCI IV-2a 70.2% Transformer-based MI classifier; unstable across subjects
EEG-Transformer | MI datasets 71% Good global attention; prone to overfitting on small EEG datasets
TCFormer BCI 1V-2a 72% Transformer-based; captures global context but misses fine local patterns
Table 2. Configuration of the TCFormer Fusion network

Module Layer Type Parameters / Notes

Input Raw EEG tensor 22 x 1001 per epoch

Temporal Block Conv1D (64 filters, kernel 7) + BatchNorm + ReLLU Captures local temporal patterns

Transformer Block | 4 Encoder layers + 4 heads Global temporal attention

Fusion Head Conv1D (32 filters, kernel 3) + Pooling + Dropout (0.3) | Local-global feature fusion

Classifier Dense (128) — Dense (4) + SoftMax Outputs class probabilities
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Figure 2. EEG Signals Preprocessing Pipeline

All signals were filtered using a fourth-order Butterworth band-pass filter, followed by
a notch filter to suppress power-line interference. The band-pass filter preserved the mu (8—
12 Hz) and beta (13—30 Hz) rhythms that contained the most discriminative motor imagery
information, while the 50 Hz notch filter removed electrical noise caused by environmental
sources.

After filtering, Independent Component Analysis (ICA) was applied to remove muscle
and eye-blink artifacts. Components exhibiting strong frontal activity or spectral peaks above
30 Hz were identified as noise and removed. This step significantly improved the signal-to-
noise ratio, ensuring that only neural components relevant to motor imagery were retained.
The cleaned EEG signals were segmented into two-second epochs with 50% overlap, resulting
in multiple windows per trial. This overlapping strategy enhanced temporal continuity. Each
epoch was then labeled according to its corresponding motor imagery task. All EEG channels
were normalized by z-score to standardize the variations of the amplitudes. This normalization
made sure that all channels made equal contributions during model training and that electrodes
with a high amplitude did not overtake the learning process.

After the preprocessing, the EEG data were transformed into matrices of size
(channels X samples), producing approximately 2,200 instances. Each matrix was reshaped
into a three-dimensional tensor with the dimensions [batch, channels, time] and directly input
into the neural network for end-to-end feature learning.

Model Architecture: TCFormer-Fusion Network:

The core of this study is a hybrid deep learning model built on the Temporal
Convolutional Transformer (TCFormer) framework and extended with a Fusion Head
module. Conventional CNN-LSTM networks achieved reasonable accuracy but often
struggled to capture slower temporal variations. In contrast, transformers excelled at modeling
global context but sometimes overlooked subtle, local waveform changes. Integrating both
approaches into a single model leveraged the strengths of each, providing a more balanced
and effective solution. This TCFormer-Fusion model was designed to learn both short-term
temporal fluctuations in EEG as well as long-range contextual dependencies across channels
and time windows.

Overall Architecture:

The network follows five major stages, as illustrated in Figure 3:

Input Representation: EEG epochs represented as tensors of dimensions (22 channels, 1001
samples) are used as input into the network.

Temporal Convolution Block: Two 1-D convolution layers (kernel size = 7, stride = 1)
extract short-term temporal features.

Transformer Encoder Layers: Multi-head self-attention captures global temporal
relationships. The number of attention heads used for both baseline and fusion models was 4.
Fusion Head: A lightweight block consisting of a 1-D convolution + pooling + dropout
layer. It compresses feature maps and merges channel-specific patterns.

Classifier: Fully-connected layers followed by a SoftMax activation produce class probabilities
corresponding to the four motor-imagery tasks.
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Figure 3. Architecture of the proposed TCFormer-Fusion model

Each subject’s EEG (BCI Competition IV-2a) was preprocessed separately using
bandpass filtering (8—30 Hz), a 50 Hz notch, ICA-based artifact removal, and 2-s epoching
with 50% overlap. Per-subject epochs were concatenated into a single dataset, standardized
(channel-wise z-score), and split stratified by class (70% train, 10% validation, 20% test). We
trained a baseline TCFormer model (100 epochs, Adam Ir=>5e-4, batch_size=064, eatly
stopping patience=15) and then built TCFormer-Fusion by adding a lightweight FusionHead
(two Conv1D layers — adaptive pooling — FC) on top of the pretrained encoder. The Fusion
model was trained for up to 80 epochs (same optimizer and batch size). The best models were
selected by validation accuracy and evaluated on the held-out test set. Reported metrics are
test accuracy, I'1, and Cohen’s x; results and checkpoints were saved to disk for reproducibility.
Pseudocode:
Algorithm 1 — TCFormer-Fusion (training & inference)
Input:
Raw GDF files for subjects A01.A09
label_map = {'769"0,'770"1,"771"2,"772"3}
hyperparams: batch_size=64, lt=5e-4 (baseline/fusion used 5e-4), epochs_baseline=100,
epochs_fusion=80, early_stop_patience=15
Load & per-subject preprocess:
For each subject file:
raw = mne.io.read_raw_gdf(fpath, preload=True)
events, event_id = mne.events_from_annotations(raw)
keep MI events ['769','770', '771','772']
epochs = mne.Epochs(raw, events, event_id=mi_events, tmin=0, tmax=4)
X_s = epochs.get_data() [:22,]
y_s = map event codes — numeric labels via label_map
append X_s, y_s to X_all, y_all
Combine & scale:
X_all = concatenate (X_s for s in subjects)
y_all = concatenate (y_s for s in subjects)
Flatten time — use StandardScaler; reshape back — X_scaled
Split:
X_train, X_temp, y_train, y_temp = train_test_split(X_scaled, y_all, test_size=0.3,
stratify=y_all, random_state=42)X_val, X_test, y_val, y_test = train_test_split(X_temp,
y_temp, test_size=0.5, stratify=y_temp, random_state=42)
Build dataloaders:
train_loader = DatalLoader(TensorDataset(X_train, y_train), batch_size=64, shuffle=True)
val_loader, test_loader similarly (shuffle=False)
Baseline training (TCFormer):
init model_base = TCFormer(...)
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criterion = CrossEntropyLoss()

optimizer = Adam(model_base.parameters(), lr=>5e-4)

scheduler = ReduceLROnPlateau(optimizer, mode='max', factor=0.5, patience=0)

train for max_epochs (100) with early stop (15):

training loop: forward — loss — backward — optimizer.step()

validate each epoch, save best model (save_path_base)

Evaluate baseline:

load best checkpoint, run test loader — compute test_acc, cohen_kappa_score,
classification_report

Fusion model:

define FusionHead (Convld — BN — ReLU — Convld — BN — AdaptiveAvgPoolld —
FC)

wrap into TCFormer_Fusion(base_model, embed_dim=64)

load base weights from baseline best

train with optimizer = Adam(model_fusion.parameters(), lr=>5e-4), scheduler (patience=8),
epochs=80, early_stop=15

Save the best fusion checkpoint

Evaluate fusion:

Load best fusion checkpoint, test on test_loader — test_acc_fusion, kappa_fusion,
classification_report

Output: report Test Accuracy and Cohen’s » for baseline and fusion (values saved to
CSV/JSON).

Hyperparameter Tuning:

Hyperparameters used for training the model are shown in Table 3. Adam optimizer
was used to train the model with the initial learning rate of 0.001 and batch size of 64. Early
stopping with patience = 15 epochs prevented overfitting. Training was further improved with
dropout (0.3) and L2-regularization (0.0005).

Table 3. Hyperparameters used for TCFormer-Fusion training.

Parameter Value / Range Tested Final Value
Learning Rate | 1le-3 - 1e-5 (cosine decay) | 0.0005
Batch Size 32/64 /128 64
Optimizer Adam / RMSProp Adam
Dropout 0.2-0.5 0.3

Tuning or experimenting with the learning rate revealed that when the learning rate
was decreased prematurely, the attention heads would freeze at sub-optimal weights; by
learning at a constant rate up to 60 epochs provided a smoother convergence path was
provided.

Loss Function:

Categorical Cross-Entropy was used since this is a four-class classification task. The

loss function can be expressed as:

1 N ¢
L= _N : z Yic log(yt,c)
i=1c=1
where y_(i,c) is the ground-truth label and (y, ) the predicted probability.
Model Training Environment:
Training was performed on an NVIDIA RTX 3090 GPU with 24 GB of VRAM and
64 GB of system RAM. The model was trained for a total of 100 epochs in a single run. All
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code was developed in Python 3.10 using PyTorch 2.1 and TensorFlow 2.13 to facilitate
comparisons across cross-validation experiments.
The full pipeline (preprocessing, training, and evaluation) was repeated for R = 5 independent
runs using seeds 42—46. Reported test metrics represent the mean * SD across runs, and
statistical significance was assessed using paired Student’s t-tests and Wilcoxon signed-rank
tests.
Performance Evaluation Metrics:

Evaluating model performance on EEG tasks is challenging due to slight class
imbalances. Consequently, multiple complementary metrics were employed to provide a more
comprehensive assessment.

Accuracy:
Opverall accuracy is the ratio of correctly classified samples to total samples:
A _ TP+TN
Y T TP+ TN+ FP+ FN

Where TP represents the true positives, TN represents the true negatives, FP represents the
false positives, and FIN represents the false negatives. It provides a basic measure of success
but does not account for imbalance.

F1-Score:

The F1-score is the harmonic mean of precision and recall:

Precision X Recall
F1=2xX

Precision + Recall
A higher F1 indicates balanced precision-recall performance, important when some MI classes

are harder to detect than others.

Cohen’s Kappa (»):

Cohen’s » measures the agreement between predicted and actual classes beyond chance level:
p - P,
T 1-p,

Where p_o is observed accuracy and p_(e ) is expected chance agreement. Values above 0.6
are considered substantial agreement.
Confusion Matrix and ROC Curves:

Confusion matrices were plotted for each experiment to visualize class-wise
performance. Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curves with area-under-curve (AUC)
scores were also computed to evaluate discriminative power.

Simulation Setup and Implementation Environment:

After model validation, the trained TCFormer-Fusion output was integrated into a
wheelchair simulation to evaluate real-time usability. The simulation tested how accurately
predicted commands (Left, Right, Forward, and Stop) translated into navigation actions with
minimal latency.

The environment also measured command consistency and response delays. The
simulation environment operated as a control loop where incoming EEG epochs were
processed on the fly, classified, and converted into motion commands. If no valid command
was detected for 2 seconds, the wheelchair would automatically stop, ensuring safety.
Results and Discussion:

This section presents the results of implementing the proposed TCFormer-Fusion
model for EEG-based wheelchair control. The objective was to assess the model’s capability
to decode motor imagery EEG signals with high accuracy and robust cross-subject
generalization. All experiments were carried out using the BCI Competition IV 2a dataset.
Evaluation Setup:

The model was trained on combined multi-subject data using a 70:10:20 train-
validation-test split. During training, early stopping and learning-rate decay were used to
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stabilize convergence. All results presented here are averaged over five independent runs to
minimize random variations. For comparison, baseline models from previous studies were re-
implemented under the same preprocessing and training setup, shown in Table 4:

Table 4. Models compared in this study for EEG motor imagery classification.

Model Architecture | Parameters (M)
EEGNet CNN 0.3
ShallowConvNet CNN 1.2
DeepConvNet Deep CNN | 3.6
LSTM-RNN RNN 2.1
TCFormer (baseline) | Transformer | 4.5

Accuracy and Convergence Analysis:

Training and validation accuracy curves for the TCFormer-Fusion model are shown in Figure
4. The model converged steadily, achieving a validation accuracy of 72.4 %, which is higher
than the baseline TCFormer accuracy (=70.8 %).

The gap between training and validation accuracy remained approximately under 5%,
indicating minimal overfitting.

Fusion Model - Accuracy Curve

= Train Accuracy
Validation Accuracy

0.70 4 /\/\

o 10 20 30 40 50 60
Epoch

Figure 4. Training and validation accuracy curves of the TCFormer-Fusion model.
Confusion Matrix and Class-Wise Performance:
Class-wise performance is presented in Table 5, and confusion matrices for both the baseline
TCFormer and the proposed TCFormer-Fusion model are shown in Figures 5 and 6.
Table 5: Class-wise performance metrics for the TCFormer-Fusion model

Class Precision (%) | Recall (%) | F1-Score (%)
Left Hand 74.1 70.8 72.4
Right Hand 69.8 71.3 70.5
Feet 75.2 77.4 76.2
Tongue 69.0 68.3 68.6
Confusion Matrix (Counts) Confusion Matrix (Normalized)

10 0.7

60 0.6

~ 0 ~ 0.5
S w0 3
£ E - 04
™ -30 ™ -03
-20 -0.2
- 14 0.05 0.14
m -10 m - 0.1
1 1 I 1 1 1
0 1 2 3 0 1 2 3
Predicted Predicted

Figure 5. Confusion matrix of baseline TCFormer model.
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Kappa Score Analysis:
In addition to accuracy, Cohen’s » was calculated to assess model reliability beyond

chance.

The proposed TCFormer-Fusion achieved a x-score of 0.64, compared to 0.60 for the original

TCFormer and 0.56 for EEGNet. This score reflects a substantial level of agreement

according to Landis and Koch’s (1977) scale and confirms that the observed improvements

are not attributable to random effects.
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Figure 6. Confusion matrix of the proposed TCFormer-Fusion model.

In the baseline model, misclassifications were frequent between left-hand and right-
hand classes, whereas the proposed model showed improved separation between these
categories.

Multi-Run Statistical Evaluation:

To assess whether the performance improvement of the proposed TCFormer-Fusion
model is statistically meaningful rather than caused by random initialization, the entire
training—testing pipeline was repeated for five independent runs using seeds 42—46. Table X
reports the run-wise test accuracies for both the baseline TCFormer and the proposed
TCFormer-Fusion model.

Table 6. Run-wise test accuracy (%) for baseline TCFormer and TCFormer-Fusion across

Run (seed) | Baseline TCFormer (%) | TCFormer-Fusion (%)
42 70.95 75.06
43 70.95 74.04
44 74.29 75.06
45 068.89 70.95
46 73.01 73.52
Mean * SD 71.62 + 2.09 73.73 + 1.69

Although the paired t-test indicated statistical significance (p = 0.0366), the Wilcoxon
test produced a marginal value (p = 0.0625). With only R = 5 runs, additional repetitions or
cross-validation could strengthen the statistical evidence.
Comparative Evaluation with Existing Models:
The proposed model’s performance was compared with several existing architectures as
summarized below:

Table 7. Comparative performance between existing EEG models and the proposed
TCFormer-Fusion network.

Model Accuracy (%) | F1-Score (%) | Cohen’s x
EEGNet 61.2 06.4 0.54
ShallowConvNet 54.6 068.7 0.57
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LSTM-RNN 066.5 09.9 0.58
TCFormer 72 71.3 0.61
TCFormer Fusion(proposed) 75 74 0.04

These results demonstrate that incorporating a Fusion Head into the TCFormer
architecture enhances the learning of both short-term and global temporal features. Compared
to prior transformer-based EEG models, this architecture achieves a better balance between
model complexity and accuracy.

Discussion:

The findings of this research study indicate that combining temporal convolution with
transformer-based attention improves EEG motor imagery decoding in a consistent and
meaningful way. The TCFormer-Fusion model showed a clear advantage over the baseline
transformer model by learning both short-range temporal cues and long-range dependencies,
which is essential for distinguishing between motor imagery classes that often share
overlapping patterns. The multi-run evaluation also showed that the improvement is stable
across repeated training cycles, strengthening the reliability of the model.

The class-wise analysis revealed that the proposed architecture handles the “Feet” and
“Left Hand” categories particularly well, while reducing misclassification between left-hand
and right-hand imagery, which is a common difficulty reported in existing studies. Compared
with established CNN-based and transformer-based models, the results show that lightweight
hybrid designs can achieve high performance without significantly increasing computational
cost. This is an important step toward real-time applications where latency and resource
limitations are major challenges.

Opverall, the results suggest that the Fusion Head successfully enhances the temporal
sensitivity of the transformer encoder, making the model better suited for noisy, multi-subject
EEG data. These improvements support the feasibility of using transformer-driven
architectures in real-world assistive systems such as EEG-controlled wheelchairs, especially
when deployed in practical environments where data quality and subject variability remain
major constraints.

Limitations of the Proposed Approach:

Although the TCFormer-Fusion model performs well overall, there are a few
limitations that should be acknowledged. The dataset used in this study is relatively small and
collected under controlled laboratory conditions, which makes it difficult to capture the full
variability found in real-world environments. EEG patterns also change noticeably across
different recording sessions, and this cross-session variability is not fully addressed here.
Another limitation is that all evaluations were based on healthy subjects; performance may
differ when tested on patients with motor impairments. Finally, even though the model is
lightweight compared to standard transformers, achieving true real-time deployment on low-
power embedded hardware will still require additional optimization.

Conclusion:

This research study presents an EEG-based Brain Computer Interface for wheelchair

navigation to help patients with mobility disorders. The system was developed using the BCI
Competition IV 2a dataset and employed a hybrid deep learning architecture, Temporal
Convolutional Transformer (TCFormer), enhanced with a Fusion Head module.
The results showed that a combination of convolutional and transformer mechanisms can
enhance the EEG decoding significantly. It was observed that the baseline TCFormer model
achieved 72% accuracy, while the proposed TCFormer Fusion model reached 75%
demonstrating that the Fusion Head adds to the local temporal representation without
increasing computational cost.

Stable generalization was achieved with a 70:20:10 train-test-validation split, as it
remained consistent within subjects. Simulation experiments in a virtual wheelchair

November 2025 | Vol 07 | Issue 04 Page | 2814




A
OPEN () ACCESS . . . .
International Journal of Innovations in Science & Technology

environment further verified that the decoded EEG commands (Left, Right, Forward, Stop)

could be translated into smooth and responsive navigation with minimal latency.

Opverall, this research work validates the potential of transformer-driven models for non-

invasive motor imagery decoding and establishes a foundation for real-time, user-adaptive

assistive mobility systems.

Future Work and Improvements:

Although the proposed TCFormer-Fusion model demonstrated good results, there are
still several directions in which it can be improved and advanced. The next step is to deploy
the current simulation-based system on embedded hardware platforms such as NVIDIA
Jetson or Raspberry Pi.

Further enhancements can be made by using multimodal sensor data. The command
accuracy and reliability of the system in noisy environments could be enhanced by combining
EEG with other signals like electromyography (EMG), electrooculography (EOG), or eye-
tracking.

Opverall, future research should focus on developing a practical, adaptive, and
explainable EEG-based wheelchair system that combines real-time processing, hybrid sensing,
and user-centered design. These advancements will bring the technology one step closer
towards clinical translation and daily usability, eventually allowing people with severe motor
impairments to use them more often and independently, and with greater reliability.
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